PSUK NATIONAL OFFSHORE CHAMPIONSHIP
DRAFT COMPETITION RULES 

1. The championships shall be known as the PoliceSportUK National Offshore Sailing Championships (hereinafter called ‘The Championships’).

2. The Championships shall be arranged annually by a committee appointed by the host force (hereinafter called ‘The Organising Committee’), in liaison with the PSUK Sailing Section Committee (hereafter called the Sailing Committee).

3. The venue of The Championships shall be selected by The Organising Committee and shall be subject to ratification by the Sailing Committee.

4. The constitution of The Organising Committee shall be at the discretion of the host Force, which may co-opt non police members, or any local sailing club or association.

5. All participants in The Championships (hereinafter called Competitors) shall be regular or retired Police officers, or civilian personnel employed by any Police Force (who are members of their respective Sports Associations) affiliated to PSUK and shall be declared as such on the entry form for The Championships. There shall be no limit to the number of boats entered per Force.

6. All boats in The Championships shall be of a mono-hull design. Such boats will be of a type selected by The Organising Committee.

7. The Organising Committee shall be responsible for providing information on the charter firms who can supply suitable boats in the area of the event.

8. All boats entered in The Championships shall be insured against third party risks and racing risks. Evidence of such Insurance shall be produced if required.

9. An entry fee of an amount prescribed by The Organising Committee to cover the full costs of mounting The Championships shall be required to be paid in respect of each boat entered. Competitors shall be responsible for all personal expenses, charter fees and insurance incurred by them in relation to The Championship not covered by the entry fee.

10. Scoring for The Championship will be decided by the Organising Committee, subject to the conditions laid down by the sports governing body.

11. Racing will take place under the current International Yacht racing rules, RYA Prescriptions, The Notice of Race and The Sailing Instructions. Any Handicap System implemented shall be of a recognised handicap system. All boats will comply in respect of their fixtures, fittings and equipment as required by the class rules or handicap ratings. The Organising Committee may at any time during The Championship inspect any boat entered.

12. The Sailing Instructions for The Championships will be determined by The Organising Committee. A copy of the Sailing Instructions shall be provided to each entry prior to The Championships.

13. All boats racing in The Championships will be equipped to ORC Category 3, including a life raft with a stated carrying capacity of at least the number of crew. The boat will also be fitted with an inboard engine.

14. All participants shall wear personal buoyancy equipment whilst racing.

15. It shall be the responsibility of each skipper in the knowledge of his own skill and that of his or her crew, and the capabilities of the boat in the prevailing, or projected weather conditions, to decide whether to race, continue racing or retire.

16. Crew numbers, including the skipper shall be a minimum of 5 and a maximum of that permitted by the Handicap Certificate plus 1.
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